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Picayune Strand Restoration Project: 
Project Features 

  Three pump stations 
• Merritt – 810 cfs 
• Faka Union – 2650 cfs 
• Miller – 1250 cfs 

 Plugging 48 miles of canals 
 Removing 227 miles of roads 
 Southwestern Protection 

Feature 
• Flood protection for adjacent  

private lands 

 Manatee Mitigation Feature 
• Warm water refugium in Port of 

the Islands 
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 Construction complete: Sep 
2014 

 Endurance test: Aug – Sep 2014 

 Operational Testing and 
Monitoring Period: Oct 2014 –  
Sep 2015  

 Transfer to SFWMD: Oct 2015 
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Merritt Pump Station 

3 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
September 2015 – BCB funding will trigger with the transfer of the PS

Delays are primarily related to operational issues – the District is protecting our investment in the infrastructure by ensuring that the operational issues are fully resolved prior to beginning endurance testing





 Initiated: Nov 2014 
 Initial plugging completed:  

Jan 2015 
 Additional spoil removal/ 

plugging:  
• Initiated Mar 2015 

• Work is being performed by the 
USACE – Vicksburg District 

 Completion: Jun 2015  
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Merritt Canal Plugging 
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Presentation Notes
September 2015 – BCB funding will trigger with the transfer of the PS

Delays are primarily related to operational issues – the District is protecting our investment in the infrastructure by ensuring that the operational issues are fully resolved prior to beginning endurance testing





Faka Union Pump Station 
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 Construction complete: May 2015 
 Commissioning: June  2015 
 Modified Operational Testing and 

Monitoring Period: 
• Jul-Aug 2015, One-Year 

 Canal plugging: Spring 2018 
 Transfer to SFWMD: TBD 
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Miller Pump Station 
 Construction start: Jan 2014 

 Construction complete: Jan 2017 

 Endurance test: Feb 2017 

 Miller Road removal & canal plugging:  
• Spring 2018 

 Operational Testing and Monitoring 
Period:  
• Mar 2017 to Feb 2018 

 Transfer to SFWMD: Mar 2018 
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Presentation Notes
Canal plugging and Miller road removal is dependent on the authorization of the LRR

BCB operational costs will trigger at transfer



 South of Port of the Islands on the 
western bank of Faka Union Canal 

 Mitigates for effect on warm water 
refugium in Port of the Islands Marina 

 Procurement approval: 
• April GB 

 Gopher Tortoise removal: 

• April 6  

 Construction start: 
• May 2015 

 Completion: 
• January 2016 
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Manatee Mitigation 
Feature 
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Belle Meade Acquisitions 
 

 57 Parcels to be acquired 
 Initial land owner notifications: 

June 19th 

 Appraisals: Complete 
 5 Relocation assessments: 

Pending 
 Offer letters: Pending 
 12 parcels acquired to date 
 SOETF funding 
 All parcels acquired: 

• March 2018 
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Limited Reevaluation Report (LRR) 

Purpose:  
• Congressional Authorization of an Increase in Project Cost 

 Identifies Loss of Benefits if Not Authorized 
• 70% loss of benefits if not authorized 
• Plugging of Faka Union and Miller Canals essential to realize 

remaining benefits 

Steps to Authorization  
• USACE HQ Approval 
• Office of Management and Budget Approval 
• Submittal to Congress 
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Presentation Notes
Cost increase from $420,992,000 (1Q14 dollars) to $617,947,000 (1Q14 dollars)

District to construct (Committed to in IDR) – 
      Pre-LRR
           Manatee Mitigation Feature $6M
           Southwestern Protection Feature $15 – 20M

      Post-LRR
           Road Removal West of Miller Blvd $2M
           Road and Spoil Removal North of Tie-back Levee $4M
	



Limited Reevaluation Report (LRR) 

District construction of project elements  
• Manatee Mitigation Feature (SOETF) 
• Southwestern Protection Feature (SOETF Request FY16) 

Pre-Partnership Credit Agreement #2 
• Approved at March GB Meeting 

Project Partnership Agreement Amendments 
• #1: Will ensure that early construction is cost-share         

   creditable 
• #2: Will amend total project cost to reflect new     

 authorization 
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Presentation Notes
Cost increase from $420,992,000 (1Q14 dollars) to $617,947,000 (1Q14 dollars)

District to construct (Committed to in IDR) – 
      Pre-LRR
           Manatee Mitigation Feature $6M
           Southwestern Protection Feature $15 – 20M

      Post-LRR
           Road Removal West of Miller Blvd $2M
           Road and Spoil Removal North of Tie-back Levee $4M
	



Estuarine FY20 

Vegetation, 
Aquatic and 
Wading Bird 
FY20 

Vegetation and 
Aquatic FY16 

Panther FY21 

Manatee FY19 
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Long-term Monitoring Plan 
(Executed 2009Transfer Plan) 



Questions 
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Presentation Notes
Picayune Strand Restoration will reestablish natural sheet flow to enhance wetlands and regulate freshwater inflow to the Ten Thousand Islands National Wildlife Refuge.  Construction of the entire authorized plan will restore and enhance more than 55,000 acres of wetlands in the former Southern Golden Gate Estates and an additional in adjacent natural areas and public lands.

Status Update:
Completed in 2007 - 7 miles of Prairie Canal have been plugged
                              65 miles of roadways have been removed (Phase 1)
                              9 culverts constructed under Tamiami Trail (US 41) installed, creating 13,000 acres of restored 		and enhanced habitat in 10,000 Islands National Wildlife Refuge.
	           80+ structures demolished
	           65 acres of chlordane contaminated soils remediated

Flood protection features will be constructed, as required, to provide flood protection for adjacent private properties that would be impacted by the project.  Those properties are to the southwest in the area of the 6Ls agricultural operation.

Merritt Pump Station  construction, Canal Plugging and Phase II Road Removal started in December 2009.  Phase II Road Removal is complete (70 miles of roads removed), tram removal within the Merritt construction footprint is complete, 1.4 miles of lead contaminated berm along Faka Union Canal remediated.  The pump station will have a capacity of 810 cfs.

Faka Union Pump Station, Canal Plugging and Phase III Road Removal began in January 2011.  92 miles of roads will be removed.  The pump station will have a capacity of 2650 cfs

Miller Pump Station, Canal Plugging and Phase IV Road Removal, will be contracted in August 2013.  Phase IV road removal will remove approximately 65 miles of roads.  The pump station will have a capacity of 1250 cfs.
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