South Florida Water Management District

A

GOVERNING BOARD SPECIAL MEETING
AGENDA

April 22, 2021
9:00 AM
via Communications Media Technology
www.SFWMD.gov

FINAL

Call to Order - Chauncey Goss, Chairman, Governing Board
Pledge of Allegiance

Agenda Revisions

Agenda Item Abstentions by Board Members

Central Everglades Planning Project, Everglades Agricultural Area Phase Project
Partnership Agreement (Staff contact, Jennifer Reynolds)

Agenda Item Background:

By executing Executive Order 19-12, Achieving More Now For Florida’s Environment,
Governor DeSantis ensured that key water quality and Everglades restoration projects
would be accelerated. The Central Everglades Planning Project (CEPP) Everglades
Agricultural Area (EAA) Phase is the cornerstone of this Executive Order. It will reduce
undesirable discharges from Lake Okeechobee to the St. Lucie and Caloosahatchee
Estuaries by sending flows south to the Central Everglades where they are needed.

To advance the project, the District seeks to enter into a Project Partnership Agreement
(PPA) with the U.S. Department of the Army for the CEPP EAA Phase, which includes
the critical EAA Reservoir and Stormwater Treatment Area components. The PPA,
coupled with the CERP Master Agreement, specifies the terms and conditions for
implementing this project, including construction, operations, maintenance, repair,
replacement, and rehabilitation responsibilities (OMRR&R) and cost-share.

A PPA, as offered by the USACE, was presented to the Governing Board at its April 8%
Monthly Meeting at which time the Governing Board expressed concerns regarding the
clarity of the terms and directed staff to expeditiously negotiate clearer language to
ensure the project advances and sends clean water to the Everglades. The revised PPA
is included in the meeting packet for this agenda item.

Adjourn
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