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The study includes the following CERP 
components expected to provide benefits to 
Biscayne Bay and Southeastern Everglades. 

 Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands (OPE) 
 Biscayne Bay Coastal Canals (FFF)
 C‐111N Canal Project (WW) 
 South Miami Dade County Reuse (BBB)
 West Miami Dade Reuse (HHH) 
 North Lake Belt (XX) 

“Phase 2” for Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands 
and C‐111 Spreader Canal projects

BBSEER Overview
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BBSEER Study Objectives

FLORIDA BAY

1. Improve freshwater wetland water depth, ponding 
duration and flow timing within the Model Lands and 
possibly areas further north, the Southern Glades and 
eastern panhandle of Everglades National Park to 
improve habitat value.

2. Improve quantity, timing and distribution of freshwater 
to estuarine and nearshore subtidal areas, including 
mangrove and seagrass areas, of Biscayne Bay, 
Biscayne National Park, Card Sound, Barnes Sound, 
Manatee Bay to improve salinity regimes and to reduce 
damaging pulse releases.

3. Improve ecological and hydrological connectivity 
between Biscayne Bay coastal wetlands, the Model 
Lands, and Southern Glades

4. Increase resiliency of coastal habitats in southeastern 
Miami-Dade County to sea level change
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BBSEER

Coastal habitats:
• Biscayne Bay
• Biscayne National Park
• Barnes & Card Sounds 
• Eastern Florida Bay
Freshwater wetlands:
• Model Lands
• Southern Glades
• Eastern Panhandle ENP

Model 
Lands

Southern 
Glades

Everglades 
National 
Park 

Everglades 
National 
Park 

Biscayne 
National 
Park 
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BBSEER Project Opportunities

• Improve seepage capture and storage 
for dry season delivery to restoration 
project features

• Improve C&SF and canal system 
operating delivery efficiencies

• Provide additional recreation 
experiences
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BBSEER Constraints and Considerations

Constraints
 Cannot reduce flood protection (Savings Clause)
 Cannot eliminate or transfer existing legal 

sources of water (Savings Clause)
 Must meet applicable water quality standards

Other Considerations
 Maintain water deliveries to ENP, including 

Taylor Slough and Florida Bay
 Changes in water available 

in the project area since CERP 
was implemented
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Challenges

• Feasibility of Wastewater Re-use
• Potential Sea Level Rise- 1 to 3 

Feet (0.67-2.85 ft NAVD88)
• Need for dry season storage
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“What We’ve Heard”

 Consider opportunities to bring water from other basins to support BBCW Phase 1 and potential 
future BBSEER features to improve freshwater wetland resiliency against SLR and protect against 
salt intrusion into the aquifer.

 Storage of seepage and runoff (ASR, reservoir, passive wetland storage) is needed to provide dry 
season flows to coastal waters. 

 Complete BBCW Alternative O features as envisioned in 2016 to restore Biscayne Bay and provide 
SLR resiliency, particularly the North Cutler feature at SW 184th street.

 Consider reclaimed water as a source for dry season flows to Biscayne Bay coastal wetlands and 
Biscayne Bay

 Avoid adverse effects to Taylor Slough and Florida Bay- concern about re-routing flows

 Concerns that Bird Drive Recharge Area is not included
Presenter: Mindy Parrott
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CERP Planning Process & Schedule

ALTERNATIVE FORMULATION
& ANALYSIS FEASIBILITY-LEVEL ANALYSIS CHIEF’S

REPORT

TENTATIVELY SELECTED 
PLAN (TSP) MILESTONE

2
AGENCY DECISION
MILESTONE

3

Concurrence on TSP
Approve release 

for State & 
Agency Review

SCOPING

4 5
CHIEF’s 
REPORT

Agency Endorses
Recommended 
Plan

1
ALTERNATIVES

MILESTONE
Concurrence on 

Array of 
Alternatives

READINESS BRIEF
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ACTIVITY SCHEDULE*
Kickoff September 2020
1 ‐ Alternatives Milestone March 2021
2 ‐ Tentative Selected Plan Milestone August 2023
3 ‐ Agency Decision Milestone March 2024
4 ‐ Senior Leaders Panel Briefing April 2025
5 ‐ Chief’s Report July 2025
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Alternative Plan 
Formulation and

Evaluation

Governing 
Board Provides 

Input
On Tentatively 
Selected Plan 

373.1501
Approval 
by FDEP

Identify
Tentatively 

Selected Plan

State Input and Decision Points During BBSEER Study 
Implementation Process

Alternative
Formulation

Briefing
With Corps HQ

45 Day Public 
& Agency 
Review

Final 
PIR/EIS

30-Day Public  
& Agency 
Review

State
Clearinghouse

Review

Governing 
Board 

Approval of 
SFWMD Letter 

of Support

Chief  of 
Engineer’s 

Report

State
Clearinghouse

Review

Governing 
Board

Provides 
Input on 

Draft PIR/EIS

Project Construction
Congressional 
Authorization  

for Construction

Governing Board
Authorization to 
Execute Project 

Partnership 
Agreement

Execute Project Partnership 
Agreement to Cost-Share 

Project Construction

Draft PIR/EIS

Congressional 
Appropriation 

for  
Construction
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Questions and Comments

USACE Planning Technical Lead:  
Bradley Foster
904-232-2110

Bradley.A.Foster@usace.army.mil

USACE Project Manager
Marie Huber

Marie.L.Huber@usace.army.mil
904-232-1683

SFWMD Project Manager
Mindy Parrott

mparrott@sfwmd.gov
561-682-6324

Website:
www.saj.usace.army.mil/BBSEER 

Project Email:
BBSEERcomments@usace.army.mil
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Questions?


